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All Saints Church Caddington 

Pastoral Letter 28th March 2020 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

Since my last letter, Mothering Sunday has passed without us having the chance to 

celebrate and we are now certain that we will miss the rest of Lent together, and even 

Easter!  This comes at a cost to us but there are many positives that we can draw upon. 
 

We have an opportunity to rediscover that church isn’t actually about the building that 

we gather in once a week, but it is really about the people of God (us!) living out our 

Christian faith every day of the week.  We can still draw near to God and see His 

blessings flow through us to others even if we don’t meet physically for an hour on a 

Sunday morning. 
 

This coming Sunday, one of our Bible readings is from Ezekiel 37.1-14 and focuses on 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of the dry bones.  The bones represent the people of Israel 

‘whose bones are dried up and [whose] hope is gone’.  The vision is not about dead 

bones but dry bones, bones that are spiritually parched. 
 

This reading comes at an apt time for us.  The routine of church can sometimes still 

leave us feeling spiritually dry if we aren’t connecting with God throughout the week.  

This period of ‘social distancing’ is an opportunity for us to tend to our relationship with 

the One who breathed life into the people of Israel and who promises to do the same 

with us.  Jesus said: 
 

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. John 10:10 
 

Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them 

will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life. John 4:14 
 

Here are some ways in which I encourage all of you to use this time to allow God to 

refresh you in your faith: 

 

1. Prayer 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  (Philippians 4.6) 
 

Let us be praying for each other and the world at this time.  I will shortly be publishing a 

prayer diary and each day will include a list of names from the church Electoral Roll.  

We may not know each other’s needs but we can still pray for God’s blessing, which I’m 

sure all of us are in need of. 

If you would like your name taken off this list, please let me know. 
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There are many devotionals online and I particularly like Our Daily Bread (odb.org).  I 

have also have attached one to the email that I think is currently very useful; ‘Hope in 

Hard Times’.  This can also be downloaded from https://tinyurl.com/sogycol. 

 

2. Worship 
 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds, not 

giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 

another…  (Hebrews 10.24-25) 
 

We will continue to worship with one another, although this will seem very different for 

a time.  Online and ‘phone-in’ Sunday worship will continue at 9.30am from Sunday 5th 

April and the meeting details will be sent out in due course. 

 

3. Service 
 

Please make sure any of your neighbours who are elderly or vulnerable are being cared 

for.  Make contact with them by phone to find out how they are physically and mentally, 

if they need practical help, and let them know that the church is praying for them, 

which is very comforting.  
 

If you would like to be part of a new Contact Circle and would like to make regular 

phone calls to those in our church who are suffering, feeling isolated or cannot join us 

for online meetings, please let me know. 
 

Caddington Care have been tremendous in supporting our community so if you know of 

anyone who needs to have their shopping or prescriptions collected, please ask them if 

it is okay to share their details to ensure they are looked after. 
 

If you would like to help Caddington Care and are not over 70 or considered vulnerable, 

please call them on 07548 264672 or email caddingtoncare@gmail.com. 
 

This is a challenging time for us all as we remain isolated from other people and try to 

make the most of a tough situation, so I leave you with the following encouragement:  
 

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that 

person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 

(James 1.2) 

 

Yours with love and prayers from All Saints, 

 

 

 

 

Revd Rob O’Neill 

Vicar, All Saints Caddington 

01582 731692  |  07798 843305  |  rob@vicar.org.uk 


